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OF PANACEAS! 

Ir is our intention to give an occasion- 
al view of some of those boasted reme- 
dies, by which, at different periods, man- 
kind has been so grossly cheated, under 
the name of a Panacea—an Alexiphar- 
mic—a Catholicon, and so forth. We be- 
gin with the Viper in our paper of to- 
day. The fate which this celebrated 
agent has “experienced, after being the 
idol of regular and irregular practice for 
upwards of fifteen hundred years, will 
Serve to depict that which awaits every 
other of the class, either of the present 
or of future times. 


Of the Viper. 


| It must be well known to every medi- 

cal man, that the Viper, from the time 
of Galen, to nearly the beginning of the 
present century, maintained an unrival- 
led standing as an almost universal re- 
medy: nay, on the continent of Europe, 
itis even now, we believe, esteemed in 
regular practice. As an alexipharmic, 
)!t was supposed to be unequalled; in the 
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lepra greecorum, it was regarded as the 
prime antidote, and, indeed, as the only 
one able to grapple with that most for- 
midable and loathsome disease; in puri- 
fying the blood, and the removal of scro- 
fula in all its most distressing forms, so 
great was its estimation, that it might 
proudly say to those of recent origin, 


‘* Ye little stars hide your diminished rays.” 


Galen, enlarging upon the singular 
benefits of the Viper, in subduing Lepro- 
sv, acquaints his reader, that its first 
discovery was by accident: and what 
was intended by the giver of it, for cer- 
tain destruction, proved providentially 
the recovery of the receiver; as appears 
by the two following relations, among 
others, which he has set down.* 

“ Being a young man, (says he) I remem- 
ber one of my companions keeping company 
with a leper, was at last infected, and thereby 


rendered of a terrible aspect, and offensive 
smell; insomuch that an apartment was built 





* Lib. XI. de Simp. Med. facult. 
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for him near the village, from whence he was 
furnished with sustenance. In the time of 
harvest it happened that some wine being 
brought out to the reapers, and set carelessly 
by; after some time when one of them was about 
to drink, that he might mix it with some water, 
the wine was poured forth of the vessel into the 
drinking cup, and therewith a dead Viper: the 
harvest-men, astonished at the sight, and ap- 
prehending danger, chose rather to quench 
their thirst with water: however, they were so 
commiserate to the poor leper near adjoining, 
as believing it were better for him to die than 
live longer in that miserable condition, in re- 
gard whereof they offer him the wine, without 
taking notice what had befallen it; and he, soon 
after the drinking thereof, was, toa miracle, 
_ restored to health; his hard and scaly skin 
peeling off, and a more smooth and natural one 
appearing underneath.” 

The other is of ‘*a leper going to the baths for 
help, and slighted by a courtesan he was des- 
perately in love with: she attempted to poison 
him by giving him wine in which a viper acci- 
dentally falling, had been drowned: but which, 
as the former, intended for his death, proved 
luckily the means of health.” 


During a period of nearly sixteen cen- 
turies, had any person presumed to call 
in question the panaceal powers of the 
poisonous reptile, ten thousand pens 
would have leaped from their standishes, 
to maintain the reputation of this Galeni- 
cal nostrum! Had oaths been wanting to 
substantiate its cures, oaths in abundance 
might have been attained; and oaths (un- 
like too many of those of the present 
day, on like occasions), founded on a firm 
belief of its asserted virtues!—we have, 
however, given, and shall continue to 
give, evidence of the facility with which 
the mind is diverted to a wrong direc- 
tion, by interested persons; and that no- 
‘thing is more readily acceded to, than 
tales of wonder-working nostrums, even 
in those, whose scepticism leads them to 
doubt the miracles recorded in the sa- 
cred writings!—Such has been, in fact, 
the case with Panaceas of every age; the 
few who are interested in their success, 
keep up a canstant display of their vir- 
tues before the public; but, as in general, 
that public has its own immediate con- 
cerns to attend to, no one thinks it his 
duty to stem the torrent; and at length, 
by dint of importunate and continued 
ayrogations of misrepresented cases, the 


— is persuaded of their truth! and 
nally yields implicit belief in every idle 
tale related of the article. 

Did those who thus prostitute the name 
of panacea, understand its meaning, they 
would, perhaps, acknowledge, that it but 
partially applied to their favourite; for 
certainly, not one article of regular or 
irrégular ‘practice, can ever deserve the 
title—It is the mystery in which they 
are shrouded, and the extravagant price 
at which they are charged, that gives to 
the far greater number, all their celebri- 
ty!—for the promulgation of their com- 
position instantaneously dissolves the 
charm. 

To return to the subject of the viper, 
let us learn its. panaceal powers by the 
following extract from Salmon’s Dispen- 
satery, p. 253, printed about one hundred 
and fifty years ago—It has, at the pre- 
sent day, but few supporters; and serves 
to substantiate the mental hallucination, 
on which all these boasted remedies de- 
pend for an ephemeral existence. It is 
this hallucination by which the public is 


.led to worship every catholicon that is 


placed before them. Like the Indian/ 

and his Fetiche, if one fails he applies to} 

another; and if one head of the hydraf 

a. lopped off, two will spring up in its 
ace. 

Whether it is correct to conform to the 
old adage, “ Si populus vult decepi, &c.,” 
we leave for others to determine;—for 
ourselves, we believe it every man’s duty 
to expose deception, especially in his; 
own profession; and in none more than 
that of medicine, which may be made a} 
blessing or a curse to mankind, accord- 
ingly as it is pursued. Whilst we may 
be fully persuaded of the imperfection ol 
our science, we cannot but believe, that 
all will admit the absurdity of supposing 
any one qualified to pursue a mere me- 
chanical art, without having previously 
undergone a regular apprenticeship to 
that art! and that it is equally, or more 
absurd to imagine, that without a pre 
paratory education and due apprentice: 
ship, a man can suddenly, without trou- 
ble, and, as it were, by intuition, stumble 
upon panaceas for the cure of the most 
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formidable complaints, and which hasbeen 

in vain attempted by scientific research 

and the most extensive attainments of 
harmaceutic chemistry. 

The fact is, that all these boasted pana- 
ceas are, for the most part, some pre- 
scription of regular practice, vamped up 
in mystery and concealment: and if oc- 
casionally useful, are more frequently in- 
jurious, from being applied indiscrimi- 
nately under all circumstances;—and this 
generally at a most extravagant price, 
far beyond that, which medicines of the 
most costly nature could possibly war- 
rant. We would venture to affirm, that 
articles of this description, for which pa- 
tients are compelled to pay dollars, 
would be compensated by fifty cents for 
the same amount. Whatever, then, may 
be their intrinsic properties, it is a pal- 
pable fraud on the public to demand a 
premium so infinitely beyond all bounds. 


“1, The head of the Viper is used as an 
amulet, to be hung about the neck, to cure a 
Quinsie. 2. The Flesh is hot and dry, and 
purges the whole body by sweat; and being 
eaten or drunk, it cures the French Pox, and 
the leprosie. 3. The Broth of them performs 
the same thing's, eating half a Viper at once, 
and fasting five or six hours after it; so also 
they cure all old ulcers and fistulas, clear the 
eye-sight, help the palsie, and strengthen the 
nerves. 3. The ashes of their Heads mixt with 
a quick decoction of bitter lupins, and used as 
an oyntment to the temples, stops rheums fall- 
ing into the eyes, and heips their dimness, and 
is an excellent thing against St. Anthony’s 
Fire. The fat or grease mixt with honey, is an 
exccllent thing to clear the sight. 6. The 
whole Viper in powder (the head and gall ex- 
cepted) cures perfectly the gout, king’s evil, 
taken twice a day to 31j. or more. 7. Oleum 
Viperarum; it cures the gout, palsie, and le- 
prosie, cleanses the skin, and helps all the de- 
fects thereof. 8. Viper wine. Jt is made by 
drowning live Vipers in the wine. It cures le- 
prosies and the French pox. 9. Powder of 
Vipers compound. It is made as that. of ser- 
pents, and has all the same vertues. 10. Quin- 
tessence of Vipers is very powerful against 
leprosies, the French pox, and all impurities of 
the flesh and blood. 11. Essentia viperarum. 
It is amost excellent medicine, dissolves all ex- 
crements-and coagulations of humors, dissolv- 
ing, putrifying, and cleansing like soap; carry- 
ing out every ill by urine, sweat, or insensible 
transpiration, curing all sorts of gouts, the stone 
an both reins and bladder, leprosie, French 
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pox, scurvy, melancholy, all obstructions and 
putrefaction, loss of strength, decays of nature 
and consumptions, so that, as it were, it even 
renovates a man by taking away what is con- 
trary to nature, and adding what is requisite. 
12. Spirit, oyl volatile, and fixed salt of Vipers. 
The volatile salt and spirit are wonderful medi- 
cines, they resist putrefaction, open all obstruc- 
tions, cure quartans and all sorts of fevers, given 
an hour before the fit, in a convenient vehicle, 
to allay the sharpness, as in the emulsion of 
almonds with a little rose and cinamon-water, 
and white sugar. Dose of the volatile salt is 
a gr. vj. ad x or xii. of the fixed a ss ad Dj 
or 3ss.”’ 


We shall only add further in relation 
to the Viper, that the celebrated George 
Psalmanazar, one of the greatest liars 
that ever appeared, at a dinner at which 
he was present, is reported to have 
stated of his grandfather, that he “ was 
117 years of age, and as fresh, plump, 
and vigorous as a young man, occasioned 
by sucking the blood of a viper warm eve- 
ry morning.”—Gent. Mag. 35, p. 79. 
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MENTAL ALIENATION. 


M. Georget, physician of Paris, for ma- 
ny years resident in the great hospital 
for the deranged, La Salpétriere, in 1820, 
published a work upon this subject, which 
contains much useful matter; though com- 
paratively a young man, (being not yet 
thirty) he enjoys the esteem and consid- 
eration of his medical brethren, and is, 
from his talents and acquirements, as 
well as the peculiar advantages he has 
enjoyed upon this particular subject, to 
be regarded as pretty good authority. 
We have translated, and propose to give 
some idea of his work, as we are not 
aware that it is at all known in this coun- 
try. One of his chapters, that upon the 
opening and examining of dead bodies, 
obtained the prize offered by M. Esqui- 
rol, in 1819, and was then published, 
Speaking in his preface of his right to 
know something of the subject, he says,— 


“ Being ina situation for many years to observe 
mental alienation in a vast establishment, living, 
as it were, continually in the midst of twelve hun- 
dred patients, I have been very often witness of 
all the facts I have advanced, and I consider the 
opinions I put forth as sufficiently grounded in. 
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observation. I should add, that M, Esquirol 
has had the goodness to permit me to consult 
the mass of cbservations he has collected for 
more than twenty years.” 


In his Introduction he gives some 
general, physiological, and pathological 
considerations upon the nervous system. 
After speaking of the manner in which, 
in the physical and chemical sciences, 
we proceed, to arrive at a knowledge of 
the objects, &c, he says, — 


‘* Medicine is also a positive science of obser- 
vation: itis founded upon the knowledge of 
man; it has for its object the preservation of 
health, the cure of disease; its study ought then 
to be that of the other natural sciences.” 


After some further remarks upon health 
and disease, and the advantages we pos- 
sess over the ancients, he proceeds thus: 


“* According to these principles, the object of 
our researches being a disease of the brain, a 
portion of the nervous system, which consists 
especially in disorders of the intellectual facul- 
ties, I shall, to facilitate the study of the phe- 
nomena which characterise it, give an idea of 
the nervous system in general, of the brain in 
particular, and of the intellectual faculties in the 
sound state.”’ 


We shall not, however, follow him in 
all his reasonings, which, though general- 
ly sound, are occasionally rather specu- 
lative, but shall confine ourselves more 

articularly to such remarks as we be- 
ieve to be peculiar or new, and to the 
statement of facts which always possess 
interest, and which each one can judge 
of for himself. The following ae 
we think judicious and worthy of con- 
sideration:— 


‘In fine, one cause which has not a little 
contributed to confuse the study of the nervous 
functions, is that physiologists have abandoned 
a part of it to theologians and metaphysicians, 
who, strangers to the knowledge of the general 
laws which regulate the living economy, have 
raved upon the true causes of human intelli- 
gence! What would be said of one who should 
wish to know and teach you what is the sul- 
phate of iron, without notions of chemistry in 
general, and the salts in particular; who should 
pretend to give you the history of a plant, or an 
animal, without knowing the characters which 
determine the classes, genera, or species to 
which these beings belong?—And what has hap- 
pened from this strange change of attribution? 
That the metaphysicians and theologians, in- 
stead of observing and taking nature for their 
guide, have first formed ideas of what moral 
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and intellectual man ought to be, without trou. 
bling themselves to know whether they were 
compatible with his organization, of which they 
were ignorant; and as they have not been able 
to explain the production of these phenomena, 
they have applied to foreign causes, as un. 
known as their principles were false. It is then 
to the physician alone, that it belongs to know 
all and each of the functions of man, without 
any exception, if sound ideas upon their causes 
and effects are wished.” 

** At the present time we possess much posj- 
tive knowledge upon the functions of the ner. 
vous system, and we are in the surest path to 
extend it. These improvements in physiologi. 
cal science, are, I think, to be attributed more 
particularly to the labours of Bichat and Dr, 
Gall.”’ 


After mentioning what we owe to Bi- 
chat, he thus speaks of Gall:— 


“MM. Gall, whose doctrine is too little appre. 
ciated, because it is wished to judge of, with- 
out being acquainted with it,—a doctrine which 
is sought to be ridiculed, in reducing it toa 
species of cranioscopy; M. Gall, I say, has made 
very profound and instructive researches upon 
the organization of the nervous system and its 
functions; I will not enter into any detail to 
make them known, as many of the ideas I give 
upon this subject, have been furnished to me 
from his lectures or works.” 


( To be continued._) 
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LAUDANUM. 

Laudanum is a term now applied to the so- 
lution of opium in diluted alcohol or brandy. 
—It is, as all know, a liquid preparation:—but 
as originally made under that appellation by 
Paracelsus, it was of a solid consistence. He 
called his preparation laudanum, from its ad- 
mirable virtues, a laudando;* and for many 
years no other opiate was known by that name, 
than the one which he contrived, and whose 
prescription follows, as given by Le Febure, in 
his “ Compleat body of Chemistry,” printed in 
London, in 1670.—p. 40, 2d Part.—From the 
fifth book of the Archidoxa of Paracelsus. 

em. or the specifick anodine of Para- 
celsus. 


R.. of corrected opium 3i, juice of sharp 
oranges and quinces, well depurated ana 36. 
Cinnament and cloves ana 3ss; beat all to pow- 
der, and mix it ina double vessel, and digest 





* «Asif one should say, a remedy which 
cannot be exalted or praised enough, and ex- 
ceeds even all kind of praise, as the rare and 
admirable effects which it daily produces in the 
hands of the most skilful and excellent practi- 
tioners do sufficiently witness every day.” (Le 
Febure.) 
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either in the sun or horse dung the space of a 
month; this done, express the species, and put 
the liquor again in your double or circular ves- 
sel, with addition of ss musk, Pili amber- 
grease, Zss saffron, Ass salt of coral, and as 
much of pearls: put all this again to digest in 
the manner aforesaid, during one month; then 
opening the vessel, express the liquor, and re- 
duce it into a liquid extract, to which you shall 
add towards the end Riss of quintessence of 
gold; then evaporate your matter till it comes to 
a fit consistency to make pills: the dosis where- 
of is from gr. ss, to iij or iv gr.—which is (saith 
he) the true specifick anodine, taking away and 
appeasing all inward and outward pains, so that 
none of the members is sensible thereof. * You 
see (adds Febure) that Paracelsus doth make 
use of acid liquors for the dissolution and di- 
gestion of opium, which is the basis and ground 
of this admirable remedy, to which he had re- 
course in the most urgent and difficult diseases.” 


This prescription may properly be regarded 
as the foundation of that preparation of opium, 
now known by the name of the black drop, but 
which has been ascribed to Van Helmont. Z. 


ep We wantyet some good experi- 
mental researches, as to the best and most 
permanent solvent of opium, for the pre- 
paration of laudanum. It is well known 
that in time, a large deposit takes place 
in the best prepared and most transpar- 
ent laudanum; that some change ensues 
in the substance thus deposited, either 
from the oxygen, or from some other 
agent, we cannot doubt, because it has 
lost that capability of solution even by 
alcohol, which it before possessed.—In 
a preparation of such importance as lau- 
danum, it is of some consequence to have 
it always uniform in strength; and for 
effecting this desirable end, we require a 
series of well conducted experiments, of 
sufficient extension both as te number 
and time. Such an inquiry would, we 
conceive, be a proper object for our Col- 
lege of Pharmacy, where every requisite 
is present for conducting it with precision 
and accuracy. 

— +e— 
BLACK DROP. 
To the Editors of the Hsculapian Register. 


Permit me to call your attention to a prepara- 
tion called black drop, which has been adopted 
as an officinal article in the American Pharma- 
copeia and in Chapman’s Therapeutics. Is 
it not a reproach to the profession that so 
clumsy and unskilful a mixture should be ad- 
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mitted into these works, and highly recommend- 
ed by practitioners of the first eminence in this 
country? 

Examine the formula and the directions for 
preparing it, and see if it be possible for one 
person to prepare it twice of the same strength, 
or for any two persons to make it of precisely 
the same strength. 

I offer the following as a substitute, though 
itis not exactly the same composition, but 
possesses the advantage that the strength may 
be uniform, and the tincture may be filtered, 
in order to free it from any particles of undis- 
solved opium which may remain suspended in 
the other mixture. 

Acetated Tincture of Opium. 


kK Good cidervinegar 3 pints 
Alcohol 2 do. 
Mix well: then add opium Ibss. 
minutely divided. A SUBSCRIBER, 


Bc? If the preceding observations are 
-the result of actual experiment, we must 
thank our correspondent for his communi- 
cation:—but we are apprehensive that he 
has not spent sufficient time in his endea- 
vours to rectify an imperfect formula. The 
fact we beliéve to be, that neither vine- 
gar, nor alcohol diluted to the strength 
of brandy or proof spirit, will take up and 
retain in solution, any thing like the 
proportion of opium which we find either 
in the preceding formula, in that‘of the 
black drop, or even of common lauda- 
ment. : 

Eight ounces, of either fluid, in a month, 
during summer, and with frequent agi- 
tation, took up only about two drachms, 
from half an ounce of good dry opium, 
by our experiments. The tincture made 
with the diluted alcohol remained clear 
*till cold weather,when a considerable de- 
posit took place, and even a_ second 
one, when the tincture had been careful- 
ly separated from the first. That, made 
with very strong (but not purified) vine- 
gar, soon began to exhibit a cloudiness, 
and a deposit took place in less than 2 
weeks; in the space of a month, a scum 
or mother formed on the surface; and 
half an ounce of stroug alcohol was 
barely sufficient to check the disposition 
to further change— We hope these and 
other remarks, of the same tendency in the 
present number of the Register, will 
lead to some useful results on a very 
important subject; for if we are right in 
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our experiments, 5 pints according to the 
preceding formula, would hold onl 
2 1-2 ounces of opium in solution, (ad 
mitting none to be subsequently separa- 
ted,) and consequently, a monstrous loss 
in all our preparations of the raw mate- 
rial must be the consequence! 
ones 


VAMPYRES, 
No. 3. : 
From the Mercure Galant, of 1693-4. 

The public memoirs of 1693-4 speak of the 
Upiers, or vampyres, or apparitions, which are 
seen'in Poland, and particularly in Russia, They 
appear from mid-day to mid-night, and suck the 
blood of living men or animals so greedily, that 
it sometimes runs out of their mouths, nose and 
ears, and the corpse sometimes floats in the 
blood around him. Itis said that a species 
of hunger compels him to devour the linen 


about him.—The vampyre, or a demon in his, 


shape, goes by night to embrace and squeeze 
violently his relations and friends, and suck 
their blood, until he debilitates and ema- 
ciates them, and at length causes their death. 
This persecution does not stop with one per- 
son, but is extended to the last individual of 
the family, unless interrupted by cutting off the 
head, or opening the heart of the vampyre, 
whose body is found in his shroud, soft, flexible, 
swelled and red, although dead for a long time. 
There flows from them a large quantity of 
blood, which some, mix with flourto make 
bread; which eaten as usual, prevents the re- 
turn of the Spirit. 


A letter on the subject of apparitions. 

In order, says Calmet, to omit nothing that 
can elucidate this subject, I will here give a 
letter from a very honest man, and well inform- 
ed as to what regards apparitions. 

** You wish my dear cousin, to be rightly in- 
formed of what passes in Hungary respecting 
certain apparitions who kill many in that coun- 
try. ican speak particularly on the subject, 
for I have been quartered there for several 
years, and am naturally inquisitive. 

Ihave heard in my life time a number of 
histories or pretended ones of spirits and sor- 
cery, butI scarcely credit one in a thousand. 
We cannot be too circumspect in this respect, 
without risking being deceived. Yet there are 
facts so wellaverred; that we cannot avoid be- 
lieving them. Asto the apparitions of Hungary, 
the following is the state of the case. A per- 
son finds himself attacked with debility, lo- 
ses his appetite, visibly emaciates, and in about 
8 or 10 days, sometimes 15, dies without any 
fever or other symptoms than the above. 

They say here, that it is an apparition which 
effects this, and sucks his blood. The great- 
er part of those thus attacked, believe they 
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see a white spectre, which follows them every 
where like a shadow. 

Whilst we were quartered among the Vals- 
ques, in the Banat of Temesvar, two horsemen 
in the company of which I was cornet, died of 
this disease: and several others who were also 
attacked, would also have died, had not a cor. 
poral of the company dissipated the disease, 
by means of the remedy employed by the peo. 
ple of the country.—It consists of several par. 
ticulars, and although infallible, 1 have never 
seen it in print: it is as follows. 

A young boy is selected, who is presumed 
from his age, to be a virgin. They make him 
mount bare-backed, on a stallion, yet chaste, 
and perfectly black; and cause him to walk 
through the grave-yard over all the graves; 
those which the animal refuses to pass, in spite 
of whipping, are reputed to contain a vam. 
pyre; the grave is opened, and the body is 
found as fat and fine, as if of a man in tranquil 
sleep.—They cut his throat with a hatchet, 
from which flows blood of the most beautiful 
vermillion hue, and in large amount. You 
would swear that it was the throat of the most 
healthy and living man that was cut: this 
done they fill up the grave, and you may reckon 
on the disease ceasing: and that all who were 
attacked will slowly recover, like persons from 
along complaint. Such wasthe case with our 
soldiers. I was then commander of the com- 
pany, the captain and lieutenant being absent. 
I was much displeased that the corporal per- 
formed his experiment without me; and with 
difficulty refrained from not regaling him with 
a good beating, a very common occurrence 
among the troops of the emperor; as I would 
not have missed it on any account.” 


( To be continued._) 


oor ses. 


BALSAM COPAIBA. 

Dr. Turner appears to have been most 
strongly attached to this article, as may 
be seen in various parts of his very ex- 
cellent “dissertation on the venereal 
disease.”?> ‘The doses he administered 
were often very large,* and generally he 
associated it with some laxative or pur- 
gative remedy. After mentioning some 
instances of its efficacy, he says 

«‘ Indeed I have often wondered so few of 
our writers have taken notice of this noble 
medicament, in finishing the cure of Cl—s, and 
of Gl—s arising from them; for which I be- 
lieve very few remedies can compare in the 
whole physical republic; and they who know 
rightly how to time it, may perform more in a 


* Dover gave it in doses of a table-spoon full 
in. aiding the passage of a stone to the blad- 
der.—Physician’s Legacy, p. 56, 
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week, than by all the other methods now used, 
in a month.” p. 74. 


In Turner’s time, it appears to have 
been much employed as a nostrum, un- 
der a variety of forms for these com- 
plaints. Speaking of such persons as 
impose upon the public by promises of 
cure without the use of mercury, &c. the 
same writer says, 


« Asto myself who pretend to know no more 
than other gentlemen bred up in the profession, 
I have no regard for NVostrums; nor do I think 
there should be such a thing in physic: for (as 
our honestSydenham remarks truly) each single 
person is a very inconsiderable and insignifi- 
cant part of the commonwealth, and the good 
of the whole is always preferable to the singte 
interest, or private advantage of any person 
whatever. Not that I would envy any man 
his particular discoveries, that were, upon a just 
examination, found really advantageous, nor 
yet such emolument as was suitable to the said 
advantage the public might gain thereby. But 
I must own this, that I have generally observ- 
ed, not only the least urbanity, but the least 
true merit also, among these pretenders to ar- 
canums; the greater part of which (1 think I 
may say all, that have been yet discovered) 
have been found, many of them, no other than 
were before in common use, but now blended 
with some other ingredient only as a blind; 
the rest no better than direct frauds, and vain 
amusements, to impose upon the less wary, or 
more credulous people.” p. 98. 


That credulity extends itself among 
all classes, in regard to panaceas we have 
thousands of instances to prove; and at 
all times—few however have reached the 
standard of the lignum vitee or guaiacum, 
now nearly extinct in medicine, which 

‘¢ Was at one time in so great esteem at Ve- 
nice, that, as Harvey, from Massa, tells us, it 


was sold for 50 crowns per ounce.”—Jdem. 
p. 456. 


QUESTION. 
No. 20. 
20. The following which we adopt 
among our questions is extracted from 
an old Magazine of 1767. 


“I should be obliged to any of your correspon- 
ents who can do it, to give a good reason why 
our left eye generally sees objects larger than 
our right. Upon first hearing of this odd phe- 
nomenon, doubtless many will laugh; but I can 
assure such, that, according te the observations 


which have been made, and related in the 
Journal of the learned, from Rome, in January 
1669, it is true, and now being discovered, it 
may easily be proved by any one’s own experi-+ 
ence and observations. 

First shut the left eye, and view an ob- 
ject attentively with the right; then shut that 
and view it with the left; unless you are pre- 
judiced, you must own that it appears biggest 
under the left eye.” 


ee. ee 


VARIETY. 

May 3d 1767.—* Francis Gorman, for the 
murder of T. Griffith, was executed pursuant 
to his sentence. A young woman, with a wen 
upon her neck, was lifted up while he was 
hanging, and had the wen rubbed with the 
dead man’s hand, from a superstitious notion 
that it would effect a cure!”—Gent. Mag. v. 37. 


May 10 Idem.—A sugar baker in Cheapside, 
was put into fresh earth up to the chin, in which 
situation he remained 6 hours, by way of reme- 
dy for an inveterate scurvy, that had baffled the 
sxill of eminent physicians.” 

In the archives of St. Claude in the monn- 
tainous part of Burgundy, is preserved the fol- 
lowing sentence. ‘* Having seen all the papers 
of the process, and heard the opinions of the 
Doctors learned in the Jaws, we declare Claude 
Guillon to be fully attainted and convicted of 
having taken away part of the flesh of a horse, 
and of eating the same, on the Ist of March, 
1629 (being a fish day)—For this offence, on 
the 28th July in the same year, he was beheaded.” 

Beccaria on Crimes and Punishments. 

In the 28th vy. of the Philos. Trans. p. 273, 
an account is given by Dr. Slare of his grand- 
father, who at the age of 85 years, had a com- 
plete new set ofteeth, and his hair, which was as 
white as snow, became gradually darker; after 
this he lived about 14 years in great health and 
vigour, and in the 100th year of his age, died 
of a plethora for want of bleeding. 

It is recorded upon a tombstone in Dunsta- 
ble Church (England,) that a woman of that 
place had 19 children at 5 births, having been 
thrice delivered of 3, and twice of 5. 

“1 know an old man (says Turner, Syphi- 
lis, p. 164) who although disabled in his feet 
by this disease (Gout) for 20 years past, yet 
sets upon his chair with his legs upon a stool 
playing almost every night with his friends at 
cribbidge; when instead of chalk he scores 
with this kind of animal fossil, (chalk-stones or 
more properly urat of soda) dug out of a 
mine in the joints of his great toes; of which 
he is never without a supply in a box at hand.” 
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WASHING OUT THE STOMACH BY A SYRINGE, 

Much rancour has of late been exhibited in 
London between two medical men, on account 
of their respective claims tothe contrivance of 
an instrument for washing out the stomach in 
case of poisons &c. Whatever merit there may 
be in this proceeding, the world certainly owes 
nothing to the gentlemen in question. It had 
long before been in common use in’ this city: 
and anterior to the period at which it seems to 
have been first used here, we find it recom- 
mended by citizen Renault in a thesis on the 
‘* poison of arsenic, and its antidotes’? defended 
by him at the Ecole de Medecine at Paris in the 
year 1802.. He proposes to have recourse to a 
large tube of elastic gum, of such a length that 
it may reach fully into the stomach; adapting 
to it the pipe of asyringe. With this instrument 
he thinks fluids may be injected by the mouth 
into the cavity of the stomach, and after remain- 
ing a sufficient length of time, may be again 
withdrawn by the same instrument. The utili- 
ty of this he proved on animals. A particular 
detail is given of it likewise by Orfila, in his 
Toxicology. 1. p. 85. London Edition. We 
there find, that Orfila even carries up the pro- 
position to Boerhaave, and considers it as only 
brought to perfection by Dupuytren and Re- 
nault.—This is adverted to by the editor of 
the Medico-Chirurgical review for the year 
1822.* 

It would be very desirable in scientific pur- 
suits, if no claim should be admitted for no- 
velty, until after 5 years examination of the sub- 
ject at least. We here see Messrs. Bush and 
Jukes contesting the priority of invention of a 
process pursued by others years before. This 
must arise either from great ignorance on their 
own part; or from a persuasion, that they 
would escape detection, from the little in- 
tercourse held by the medical men of the pre- 
sent day,with the writings of their predecessors. 


Sceeeeeraeia eae 


MEMORANDA. 

Boston.—Thermometer, (1. P. M.) July 4, 
73°: 5, 80°: 6, 78°: 7, 86°: 8, 79°: 9, 87°: 10, 
63°:—mean height, 78°:—greatest heat in 24 
hours, 82°: greatest cold in 24 hours, 61°:— 
amount of rain 0.39 inch. 

Thermometer (1 P. M.) July 11, 80°: 12, 
72°: 13, 74°: 14, 72°: 15, 82°: 16, 75: 17, 80°: 
—greatest heat in 24 hours, 77°: greatest cold, 
57°.—Mean 76°.—Rain 0.19 inches. 


* We observe this subject noticed in the 
‘© New-York Monthly Chronicle of Medicine and 
Surgery’ under the head of ‘* Observations on 
the misrepresentations of British writers in re- 
jJation to American medicine’’—It is with great 
pleasure we have perused the whole of this 
number (the Ist,) and from the specimen given, 
we sincerely hope it will meet with that en- 
couragement, which it appears to us to deserve. 


JESCULAPIAN REGISTER. 


New-York.—83 deaths for the week ending 
July 10.—Consumption 14.—Convulsions 8.— 
Small-Pox 2. 

81 deaths for week ending July 17th.—Con- 
sumption 13.—Dropsy of the head 9.—Small- 
Pox 3. 

Baltimore.—43 deaths for the week ending 
July 12.—Cholera Infantum 10.—Infantile wn- 
known 9!—Consumption 4. 

36 deaths for the week ending July 19.—In- 
fantile unknown, 7/—Cholera Infantum 4.— 
Croup 4. 

Charleston.—40 deaths from June 27 to July 
4,—Diarrhea 5.—Consumption 2.-—Sun Struck 
7. Note. The persons who were swn struck af- 
forded in every instance a predisposing cause, 
either in intemperate habits, or in peculiar ex- 
posure, 

Thermometer (3. P. M.) June 30, 95°:— 
July 1, 894: 2, 883: 3, 90: 4, 89: 5, 89: 6, 884: 

33 deaths from July 4 to July 11.—Con- 
sumption 4.—Diarrheea 5. 

Thermometer, (3. P. M.) July 7, 86°: 8, 86: 
9, 88: 10, 85: 

Pineville. (S. C.) Hottest weather since 1752; 
a Thermometer which has been 16 summers 
in the same place, and never has been during 
that time above 93°, was on the 27th. of June 
at 94°: 28th., 96: 29, 98: 30, 99:—July 1, 94°: 
2, 96: 3, 94: 4, 93: atone time 101:—(2. P. M.) 
Exposed to the sun, suspended about 7 feet 
from the ground over a grass plat it stood at 
152°!! (doubtful) 

Savanah—July 14. Remarkably healthy for 
the season.—Only 28 deaths from January 1, to 
May 19: and but 14 since 

New Orleans.—37 death from June 16 to 
21;—Dysentery 5.—Bilious Fever 5.—Teeth- 
ing 5. 

Thermometer, (2 P. M.) June 20, 90°: 21 
914: 22, 90: 23, 91: 24 92: 25, 91: 26, 944: no 
rail. 

Lexington—very hot! The mercury has gen- 
erally been as high as 92°: inthe shade during 
the heat of the day. 

Augusta ( Ges othe very oppressive first 
week in July. Ther. ranged from 90° to 95. 

Ohio.—The summer fever has resumed its 
prey upon the inhabitants of the Ohio shores. 

St. Jugustine.—very hot the latter part of 
June. 

London—1427 deaths from April 21 to May 
18. 

Thermometer.—Average, from May 19 to 26, 
46°.—Amount of rain, 05 of an inch. 

Thermometer from May 27, to June 2, 563°: 
—Rain 0125 of an inch. 
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